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Latvia and Nordic literature in focus

at Göteborg Book Fair 25th-28th September

The biggest cultural gathering in the Nordic region, Göteborg Book Fair, is pleased to present this year’s seminar programme including 435 seminars, of which more than 60 are in English. We concentrate especially on our Baltic neighbour Latvia in 2008.
Voices from Latvia

A large and versatile delegation from Latvia, headed up by the Latvian Minister of Culture Helēna Demakova and former president Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, will attend the Book Fair this year. Authors, poets, politicians, literary experts, historians, translators, publishers, journalists and many others will offer Book Fair visitors an interesting and memorable insight into Latvian culture, literature, history and society. A full 27 seminars are focussed on Latvia, and 17 of these will be held in English.  
Voices from the world

Nicaragua’s foremost poet Ernesto Cardenal was an active player in the Sandinista revolution, served as Nicaragua’s Minister of Culture and has been reprimanded by the Pope. The poet Les Murray grew up on a farm in Australia; his poetry is now required reading in British and Australian schools and he is a favourite for the Nobel Prize. In her latest book The Terror Dream: Fear and Fantasy in Post-9/11 America, the Pulitzer Prize- winning American journalist Susan Faludi looks closely at how 9/11 has been used as a pretext to return to obsolete gender ideals. The Canadian author Michael Ondaatje had his breakthrough with The English Patient and has now published Divisadero about a family split in two by a forbidden love affair. The Americans Meg Cabot and Cecily von Ziegesar reach a public of millions with their books about and for young adults. The Egyptian Alaa al-Aswany’s book The Yacoubian Building has been translated to 18 languages and is the bestselling book in the Arab world over the past 30 years. Thomas Buergenthal survived the Holocaust as a child and is now a judge at the International Court of Justice in The Hague. He writes about his life in a new autobiography. Ishmael Beah was a child soldier in the civil war in Sierra Leone for two years. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier is the story of his experiences, in his own words. Hoda Barakat and Elias Khoury are two of the most significant writers in Lebanon, offering two very different perspectives on their homeland. Edna Mazya and Dov Elbaum are prizewinning Israeli authors. The Nigerian poet and short story writer Tolu Ogunlesi comes from the new generation of young African authors.  
Voices from India

This year Göteborg Book Fair welcomes several Indian writers, most of whom do not write in English. Mahasweta Devi stands up for the exploited and oppressed in all she does and writes. Keralan author Anita Nair’s intense and detailed writing portrays the conditions of women in modern India. Ambai writes in the southern Indian language Tamil, about the longing to escape from a closed and stifling space. Other Indian participants in the seminar programme include: Teji Grover, Sandhya Rao and Jeeva Raghunath. 

Voices from Europe

Caroline Graham’s books are the basis of the popular British television series Midsomer Murders. The dramatist and author Alan Bennett is something of an institution in his own country, thanks to his works about unfortunate, downtrodden, and overlooked people in Britain. The author Denise Mina has contributed to the success of the new wave of crime writing from Scotland with her socially critical books. The Englishman Aidan Chambers writes boundary-breaking, provocative books for children and young adults. Hanif Kureishi writes about a psychoanalyst who is tormented by relations and past events, in his latest book Something to Tell You. The Dutch-British writer and journalist Ian Buruma investigates the meaning of tolerance in Europe today, in his book Murder in Amsterdam: The Death of Theo Van Gogh and the Limits of Tolerance. The Irishman Joseph O'Connor has created a magnificent epic of an emigrant story in his latest book Redemption Falls. Anne Rambach is a rising star on the French crime writing scene. The chair of British PEN Lisa Appignanesi is the author of several prizewinning novels. Bulgarian-born Ilija Trojanow has written about his family’s experiences as political refugees, among other things. Alice Vieira is a Portuguese writer of books for children and young adults. The American-Portuguese author Richard Zimler has written several prizewinning historical novels. Urszula Kozioł and Marta Grundwald are two Polish poets from different generations. Markas Zingeris unites motifs from Lithuanian and Jewish culture in his writing. 
Voices from Romania

Some of Romania’s most established authors and opinion-makers are visiting the Book Fair this year, along with representatives for the younger generation. Romanian-born Herta Müller is a Nobel Prize tipped writer who has given a voice to exile and rootlessness. Mircea Cărtărescu has been acclaimed as the most important writer in Romania today. Other Romanian participants in the seminar programme include: Andrei Pleşu, Adina Brădeanu, Horia-Roman Patapievici and Ioan T. Morar.

Voices from Germany, Austria and Switzerland

Writer, sociologist and politician Jutta Ditfurth has written a much discussed biography about Ulrike Meinhof, published this year in Swedish. Durs Grünbein is considered to be one of the foremost poets from the former East Germany. Bestselling crime writers in the German speaking world – Sabina Naber, Austria, Christa von Bernuth, Germany, Andrea Maria Schenkel, Germany, and Paul Ott, Switzerland – are presented together under the slogan Scene of the Crime: Germany, Austria and Switzerland.
Voices from the Nordic countries

Literature from Sweden and the other Nordic countries is always a central part of Göteborg Book Fair. Here are just some of the many participants from Sweden and the Nordic region. 
Sweden

John Ajvide Lindqvist, Karin Alfredsson, Majgull Axelsson, Stefan Edman, Åke Edwardson, Stefan Einhorn, Per Olof Enquist, Aris Fioretos, Tore Frängsmyr, Catarina Kruusval, Åsa Larsson, Bengt Liljegren, Pija Lindenbaum, Herman Lindqvist, Camilla Läckberg, Henning Mankell, Liza Marklund, Katarina Mazetti, Håkan Nesser, Sven Nordqvist, Linda Olsson, Joanna Rubin Dranger, Helene Tursten and Jujja Wieslander. 

Denmark

Suzanne Brøgger, Andreas Harbsmeier, Ida Jessen, Jesper Juul, Manu Sareen and Per Straarup Söndergaard.
Norway

Anne Holt, Stian Hole, Alf R. Jacobsen, Harald Rosenlöw Eeg, Jo Nesbø and Åsne Seierstad.
Finland

Tove Appelgren, Henrika Andersson, Ralf Andtbacka, Max Engman, Nils Erik Forsgård, Lauri Karvonen, Anna Laine, Mirkka Lappalainen, Anna-Lena Laurén, Merete Mazzarella, Henrik Meinander, Peter Mickwitz, Miika Nousiainen, Bengt Packalén, Peter Stadius, Johanna Ulrika Söderholm, Kari Tarkiainen, Erkki Tuomioja and Robert Åsbacka.
Iceland

Halldór Guðmundsson
The seminar programme can be downloaded from our homepage www.goteborg-bookfair.com
Göteborg Book Fair takes place at the Swedish Exhibition Centre in Göteborg from 25-28 September 2008.  For more information, please visit www.goteborg-bookfair.com
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