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Successful focus on Latvia
– Now we’ve passed the two millionth visitor mark since the start 1985! We haven’t counted Sunday’s figures yet, but it looks already as though we’ve succeeded in our goal of having more visitors come on the Sunday, says Göteborg Book Fair managing director Anna Falck.

At this year’s Book Fair visitors have been able to enjoy more than 2400 events with over 1850 participants.
Latvian success
The focus this year has been on Latvia, and the country has put together a strong effort at the Book Fair. A delegation of 100 people from Latvia has visited Göteborg and contributed more than 40 events to the Book Fair. In addition a cultural programme of concerts, poetry reading and photographic exhibitions has been carried out in different venues in Göteborg. The Latvian stand, a model of the National Library of Latvia which is currently under construction, has captured attention and become something of a meeting place for many visitors.

- It has gone even better than expected. We have received positive reactions from the media and the public, praising both our stand and our seminar programme. Our hope is that not only Latvia has sunk into the consciousness of Scandinavians, but also Latvian literature, says Juris Kronbergs, poet and project coordinator for the Latvian seminars at this year’s Book Fair.

- Sales at the stand have been strong. The book which has sold most is the paperback of Sandra Kalniete’s With Dance Shoes in Siberian Snows. Another book which has gone well and offers a good introduction to Latvian literature is the short story collection Människomuseet (The Human Museum) including eleven contemporary Latvian authors.

Voices from Romania and India
Romania has carried through a big venture at this years’ Göteborg Book Fair. Several authors have attracted a large audience, among them Herta Müller and Mircea Cartarescu. A great interest has also been shown in the six authors from India, all women, who were guests at the Book Fair. Mahasweta Devi was one of them, with a production of over 100 books in Bengali.
Focus on Spain in 2009 and Göteborg Book Fair 25 years

Next year, September 24-27, 2009, the Book Fair celebrates its 25th anniversary and turns its eyes south, to one of the great cultural centres of Europe – Spain. 

- The Book Fair in Göteborg 2009 will be the perfect platform to present the Spanish culture to Sweden and to all Nordic Countries. The aim is to present not only literature but also science and philosophy from Spain, offering a broad spectrum of the Spanish culture. A number of the best writers, philosophers and cultural entrepreneurs from Spain will visit Göteborg to start a dialogue with the Nordic Countries, says Mónica Fernández Muñoz, project leader and Deputy Director for the promotion of books, reading and Spanish literature.
Bicentennial 1809
Next year is the 200th anniversary of the division of Finland and Sweden. To mark this occasion, the project Märkesåret 1809 (Bicentennial 1809) has started in both Finland and Sweden. The Book Fair will also host different events marking the bicentennial. 
New opportunity for foreign publishers and agents to visit the Book Fair 

The Göteborg Book Fair has, together with the Swedish Arts Council, decided to support non-Nordic publishers and literary agents who wish to visit the Book Fair in Göteborg.

Publishers and agents who have not previously visited the Book Fair in Göteborg will be able to apply for travel and accommodation costs for a 2-4 day stay in Göteborg. The Book Fair and the Swedish Arts Council will distribute up to SEK 100,000 in 2009. This is intended to both further increase knowledge of Swedish literature in the international publishing world and to strengthen the chances of Swedish writers to reach an overseas readership through translation.  

 – With this initiative we are making it possible for more visitors to travel to Göteborg and network. It is an important link in marketing Swedish and other Nordic literature in the world, says Anna Falck, managing director, Göteborg Book Fair.

– Göteborg Book Fair offers foreign publishers a unique opportunity to keep abreast of the latest in Swedish literature, and our new cooperation with the Book Fair brings us nearer to the Swedish Arts Council’s ambition to work more closely with main literary organizers, says the Director General Kennet Johansson. 
Africa in focus 2010

We can already confirm that in two years the focus at the Book Fair will be on Africa and African literature. Göteborg Book Fair is working with the Nordic Africa Institute on the 2010 theme. 
More information about the Göteborg Book Fair, please visit www.goteborg.bookfair.com
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